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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Instruction: I am instructed by St Dogmaels Community Council to carry out a tree condition
survey on land belonging to them. Following my survey, I am to provide recommendations to
control tree risks where they are considered unacceptable.

1.2

Qualifications and experience: This report is based on my site observations and any provided
information, interpreted in the context of my experience. I have experience and qualifications
in arboriculture that can be reviewed at treeconsultants.wales.

1.3

Documents and information provided:
• Village Green 1.jpg
• Village Green 2.jpg

1.4

Methodology: The tree condition survey focusses on determining whether any trees on, or
adjacent to, the site have the potential to fail (in whole or part) and cause harm within the
survey period.
All trees on site are surveyed using the Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) Method (Mattheck &
Breloer 1994). Only trees with critical defects1 receive further inspection and are recorded in
the Survey Schedule. Only information relevant to the decision-making process is collected.
A separate note is recorded if further investigations are required.
At the surveyor’s discretion trees without critical defects may also be recorded. Reasons for
recording these trees generally include tree prominence and their proximity to potential
targets.
The approximate location of recorded trees is also plotted on the Tree Location Plan.
The risk posed by the recorded trees, to people and/or property, is considered and used to
guide recommendations for any risk intervention measures. See Appendix 3 for further detail.
Trees not recorded in the Survey Schedule are considered to pose a low and broadly
acceptable risk for the duration of the survey period.

1.5

1

Report limitations: Where there is restricted access to the base of a tree, its attributes are
assessed from the nearest point of access. My observations were limited to symptoms and
defects visible from positions on the ground and climbing inspections are not carried out
during a walkover tree survey. Where heavy ivy is present, tree condition is assessed from
what can be seen from the ground.

A critical defect is a defect compromising the tree’s structural integrity, rendering it more likely to fail.
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This report is valid for two years from the date of my survey but excludes deliberate or
accidental harm, severe weather conditions, pests and diseases which can all effect rapid
change to the condition of trees. In addition, changes to the site layout or its use following
my survey may invalidate my assessment of tree risk.
All dimensions are estimated unless otherwise indicated.

2

SITE VISIT

2.1

Site visit: I carried out my site visit on 10th August 2020. All my observations were from
ground level and did not include invasive investigations, as I considered these to be
unnecessary on this occasion. The weather at the time of my survey was dry and overcast
with good visibility, enabling clear observation of the trees.

2.2

Site description: The surveyed areas are parcels of land owned and managed by St Dogmaels
Community Council. The areas consist of a children’s play area, recreational greenspace, and
a network of footpaths adjacent to the River Teifi. The trees on site are a mixture of native
broadleaf and evergreen species, ranging in age from young saplings to mature specimens,
which have high aesthetic qualities and provide valuable habitat for local wildlife.

2.3

Presence of Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) or Conservation Area Designation: The presence
of TPOs / Conservation Area designation was not checked for the purpose of this survey.

3

OBSERVATIONS AND SURVEY RESULTS

3.1

Tree observations: Trees receiving closer inspection during my survey are recorded on the
schedules included as Appendix 1, together with any risk control recommendations.

3.2

Identification and location of the trees: The approximate location of recorded trees is shown
on the Tree Location Plan included as Appendix 2.

4

IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERVENTION WORKS

4.1

Standards of work: All tree works should be carried out to BS 3998 Recommendations for
Tree Work as modified by more recent research. It is advisable to select a contractor from the
local authority list and preferably one approved by the Arboricultural Association. The
Arboricultural Association’s Register of Contractors is available free from their website
trees.org.uk.
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4.2

Trees subject to statutory controls: If trees are covered by a Tree Preservation Order (TPO)
or located in a conservation area, it will be necessary to consult the Local Planning Authority
(LPA) before any works, other than certain exemptions, can be carried out. The works
specified in the schedule are necessary for reasonable management and should be acceptable
to the LPA. However, tree owners should appreciate that the LPA may take an alternative
point of view and have the option to refuse consent.

4.3

Statutory wildlife obligations: The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended by the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 provides statutory protection to birds, bats and other
species that inhabit trees. All tree work operations are covered by these provisions and advice
from an ecologist must be obtained before undertaking any works that might constitute an
offence.

5
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Appendix 1

Survey Schedule: August 2020
Site: St Dogmaels Community Council Land

Surveyed by: Paul Cleaver Cert Arb L6 (ABC), MArborA, CUEW, RCArborA

Survey period: 2 years

Date of survey: 10th August 2020

Weather: Overcast and dry with good visibility

Survey start time: 10:32

Survey end time: 11:45

Target information
Site use
Visitor numbers
Visitor concentrations
Notes

Community greenspace with children’s play park and numerous footpaths
Unknown
Higher around children’s play area
Site use in general will be significantly influenced by weather conditions
Ash dieback disease (ADB) has been identified on site. The affected trees are displaying early symptoms and no
intervention work is currently required; the progression of the infection will be monitored in future surveys.

Summary of intervention work
Tree
number
G.1
T.2

Intervention required
Sever ivy at 1m and strip to ground level to aid future surveys
Coppice stem

Signed:

Within what
timeframe
12 months
12 months

Date work
completed

Dated: 12th August 2020
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Tree
number
G.1

Species
Elm
Ash
Oak

Comments
Linear group of three mature trees adjacent to sports field and car
park. Recent limb failure on elm tree with limb falling into car parking
bays beneath. Failure appears to be associated with a tight fork
union. Ivy established up stems and into lower crowns, obscuring
observations. Full crowns with foliage size, colour and density typical
for species; ash tree displaying very early symptoms of ADB.

Failure
foreseeable?

Intervention required?

Within what
timeframe?

No

Yes

12 months

Risk of harm:

Sever ivy stems at 1m
and strip to ground
level to aid future
surveys

Low

Specific target: Users of sports field and car park

G.1
(Viewed from northwest)

G.1
(Viewed from southwest)

Limb failure
point
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Tree
number

Species

T.2

Ash

Comments
Semi-mature stem, growing from base of an older tree stump
established on bank face between sports field and footpath. Stem
growing at an acute angle over footpath due to competition from
adjacent trees. Tree infected with ADB. Future safety issues are
foreseeable making early intervention prudent.

Failure
foreseeable?

Intervention required?

Within what
timeframe?

Yes

Yes

12 months

Risk of harm:

Coppice stem

Moderate

Specific target: Users of footpath

T.2
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Tree
number

Species

n/a

Ash

Comments

Failure
foreseeable?

A number of mature trees in public areas are displaying early
Yes
symptoms of ADB. The resulting dieback is currently limited to small
diameter twigs with little or no potential to cause harm when they - dead twigs only
fail.
Risk of harm:
Specific target: Users of footpaths

Very low

Intervention required?
No
Disease progression to
be monitored in future
surveys

Within what
timeframe?
Next routine
survey due
August 2022

Examples of trees with early
symptoms of ADB (arrows)
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Additional notes
Hazel along path adjacent to estuary
This mature multi-stemmed lapsed coppice stool is slowly subsiding, due to the poor support qualities associated with the loose soil along this steeply
sloped section. If left unmanaged the tree and its root ball will fail and fall, causing the structural integrity of the footpath and safety railings to be further
compromised.
To preserve the footpath and the safety of its users, I strongly recommend that this tree is re-coppiced as soon as reasonably practicable. Subsequent
regrowth should be re-coppiced every 5 years.
Subsiding tree and root ball
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Appendix 2
Tree Location Plan

T.2

Key

G.1

1

- Tree identification number

- Approximate location of tree/s

T

- Single tree

- Outline of tree group

G

- Group of trees

- Outline of area surveyed
- Approximate location of tree/s infected with ADB
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Appendix 3
RISK VS. BENEFIT ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY
A tree risk rating is calculated by considering the following inputs:
1. the presence of targets (people or property) that may be harmed by a tree failure
2. the likelihood of a whole or partial tree failure during the survey period
3. the severity of a failure based on the size of part most likely to fail
The following values are used to calculate the risk rating:

Target value

Potential to fail

Severity / Size of part

1

1

1

Very likely- Constant

Very likely- 75 – 100%

Fatality / 300mm + dia.

2

2

2

Likely- Frequent

Likely- 50 – 75%

Significant injury / 150 – 300mm Dia.

3

3

3

Unlikely- Infrequent

Unlikely- < 50%

Minor injury / 50 – 150mm Dia.

Risk rating calculation example:
Target value 2 + Potential to fail 2 + Size of part / severity 3 = Risk rating 7
To guide the extent of any risk control measures needed, and the timeframe for their
implementation, the risk is next considered for its tolerability.
Trees provide many benefits, where these benefits are tangible a higher level of risk may be
tolerable if risk control measures are likely to remove or significantly reduce the benefits, especially
if the control measures will achieve only a minor reduction of the risk.
The tree is assigned a benefit value, on the following basis:
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Benefits

Benefit value

Ecological, Cultural and Aesthetic

3

Ecological or Cultural and Aesthetic

2

Ecological or Cultural or Aesthetic

1

None

0

Benefit definitions and examples:
An Ecological benefit is provided by a tree hosting at least one confirmed habitat associated with a
European Protected Species (EPS) and/or other niche habitats identified by an Ecologist.
A Cultural benefit is provided by a tree planted to commemorate a specific event or a tree of such
an age that it provides a direct link to local history.
An Aesthetic benefit is provided by a tree making a significant contribution to the local landscape
character, either by itself or as an essential part of a tree group.
The assigned ‘benefit value’ is added to the ‘risk rating’ to provide the ‘risk tolerability score’ for the
subject tree.

Risk tolerability score calculation example:
Risk rating 7 + Benefit value 2 = Risk tolerability score 9
The ‘risk tolerability score’ is now compared against the Risk Matrix below, to determine any risk
control measures required. The Intervention Prioritisation Matrix is then used to determine the
timeframe for the implementation of any risk control measures.
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RISK MATRIX

INTERVENTION PRIORITISATION MATRIX
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TreeConsultants.Wales is the trading name of TreeWorks (West Wales) Ltd.

