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Glossary of Key Terms 

Key Term Description 

Active Travel Active travel is a term used to describe walking and 
cycling for purposeful journeys.  

Active Travel 

Network Maps 

(ATNMs) 

Under the Active Travel Act, Local Authorities have a duty 

to map Existing and Future routes for walking and cycling 

within localities specified by Welsh Government. 

Basic Network A term used to describe all routes within an area available 

to walkers and/or cyclists. 

Commonplace Welsh Government provided online engagement platform. 

Designated 

Localities/Towns 

Built up areas defined by Welsh Government for which the 

mapping duty applies. 

Existing Route  Refers to a route that has been audited against a set of 

Welsh Government specified criteria and deemed suitable 

for walking, cycling or both. 

Future Route Previously referred to as Integrated Network Routes (at 

2017) and now referred to as ‘Future Routes’. These refer 

to routes that either do not yet meet the threshold of the 

Welsh Government specified criteria, do not yet exist, or 

have not yet been audited. 

Mesh Network 

Density 

Welsh Government outline an aim for ‘comprehensive’ 

networks within the designated towns within 15 years. If a 

town is imagined as a grid, comprehensive is described by 

the Welsh Government as an Active Travel Standard route 

for every 250m (in addition to the Basic Network of 

available routes). 
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Part 1: Overview 

Dear Elected Member, Dear Stakeholder, 

Ceredigion County Council (CCC) in partnership with Sustrans Cymru, is undertaking 

a review of the Active Travel Network Maps (ATNMs) in Ceredigion, in accordance 

with the duties outlined within the Active Travel (Wales) Act 20131 (referred to as the 

Act). 

Aim of this Update 

As part of this ongoing consultation, this report provides you with a brief update on the 

consultation progress and informs you of current proposals for the draft networks. 

We would like to invite elected members and key stakeholders to comment on the draft 

proposals ahead of the next phase of public consultation, currently scheduled for the 

1st March, to gain feedback on the proposed networks.  

 

The alignments shown in this draft report may be subject to change based upon 

feedback received. All elected members will have further opportunity for comment as 

part of the statutory processes associated with this review.  

All feedback will be considered against the wider evidence, likely deliverability of route 

proposals and accordance with the Act. Where suggestions are provided that are 

unable to be included on the Map, an explanation will be provided within a future final 

report as to why they have not been considered further. 

                                                      
1 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2013/7/contents/enacted 

Comments on the draft maps, presented in Part 3 of this report and via the 

weblink below, are therefore welcomed. 

 Comments can be sent via e-mail to: ATNM-Ceredigion@sustrans.org.uk,  

or via post to: Sustrans Cymru, 123 Bute Street, Cardiff, CF10 5AE.  

We welcome correspondence in Welsh or English. 

https://sustrans-

uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dc

bbf7929be21 

mailto:ATNM-Ceredigion@sustrans.org.uk
https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
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The Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013 

‘Active Travel’, as defined within the Act, refers to walking and cycling for everyday 

utility journeys (e.g. journeys to places of education, the shops or to work). The scope 

of routes considered under the Act therefore do not apply to recreational and leisure 

routes, unless they also provide sufficient evidence as a utility journey. 

Designated localities/towns are covered under the Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013, and 

in Ceredigion these have been identified by Welsh Government as: 

 Aberystwyth 

 Cardigan 

 Lampeter 

(This can include nearby settlements where there is clear potential and evidence for 

Active Travel journeys to the nearby designated towns). 

The maps applying to the above towns aim to show a proposed comprehensive 

network of active travel routes for walking and cycling modes – which under the 

statutory duties of the Act must be submitted to Welsh Government in late 2021 for 

approval.  

As a minimum, routes must connect to all existing and planned schools within the areas 

cited above. Routes should be well justified against robust evidence sources 

(described in further detail within Part 3). 

It is the Council’s understanding that routes included on the map approved by Welsh 

Government, will be eligible for applications for funding to the Welsh Government’s 

Active Travel Fund (although the successful outcome of applications for funding will be 

subject to providing sufficient evidence to support a ‘Case for Change’). Some routes 

identified may be dependent on developer contributions, or liaison with external parties 

such as the Welsh Government and its Trunk Roads Agent and/or landowner 

agreements.  

The proposals show existing routes that are currently suitable for active travel use, as 

well as those that have potential to meet the minimum active travel standards with 

improvement. 

The process so far has included an initial (Phase 1) public and stakeholder 

engagement, desktop study and site visits/audits of the proposed routes and related 

facilities to produce a draft network for submission. This report is split into three 

sections: 
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Part 1 provides a brief introduction to Active Travel and scope of this review. 

Part 2 provides an overview on the engagement activities undertaken by CCC to obtain 

broad feedback from communities, stakeholders, delivery partners and members of 

the public. 

Part 3 describes the process undertaken to get to the draft networks. This is subject 

to review as part of the internal and public validation exercises. 

Where are we in the process? 

 
 

This report is accompanied by an interactive online map showing the draft network 
with existing and future routes: https://sustrans-
uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf
7929be21 

  

2017 Iteration 
of the Maps

2020/1: 3 year 
review (as 

required by Act) 
begins

Data Gathering 
Stage

Draft Network 
Produced for 

early feedback 
(& Review)

Validation 
Phase (Public) 

& Review 

Statutory 
Consultation & 

Review

Submission to Welsh Government & 
Review/Adoption

(December 2021 Deadline)

https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
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Part 2: Engagement Summary 

The Importance of Engagement 

Amendments to the Welsh Government’s Draft Active Travel Delivery Guidance2 place 

an emphasis on the importance of consultation and engagement in the development 

of Active Travel Network Maps (ATNMs).  

The principles embedded within the guidance consider that Active Travel Networks 

developed with communities and by existing and future users, are more likely to be 

used and therefore the impact of any infrastructure delivered is likely to be greater.  

The guidance suggests a multi-phased approach to engagement, with the first 

opportunity being at route identification stage. A second opportunity for engagement 

should take place following completion of the outline design to provide stakeholders a 

further opportunity to refine the scheme design. For ATNM’s developed under the 

Active Travel Act, there must be a statutory 12 week public consultation period. 

Ceredigion County Council trailblazing the online engagement process 

Being determined to deliver a rigorous and meaningful engagement process, 

Ceredigion County Council began a delivery of engagement during November 2020, 

being the first local authority to launch the public consultation through the Welsh 

Government provided platform ‘Commonplace’.  

Figure 1: Online Engagement Platform (https://ceredigion.commonplace.is/ screenshot 5.2.2021) 

                                                      
2 https://gov.wales/active-travel-guidance 
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The first phase of the ATNM consultation in Ceredigion, which ran for six weeks 

between 26 November 2020 and 6 January 2021, has been received positively by the 

public and has seen a large number of people engaging through the Commonplace 

engagement platform.  

Stakeholder mapping 

An in-depth stakeholder mapping process formed the starting point of the consultation 

to make sure all audiences suggested within the Delivery Guidance were included (i.e. 

children and young people, seldom heard groups, groups with protected 

characteristics, people who feel unable to travel actively now, as well as key 

stakeholders, delivery partners, wider public and all persons that had requested to be 

consulted).  

Engagement Activities 

With launch of the consultation an email campaign reached out to over 100 local 

groups, community hubs, charities, businesses, police stations, etc. Letters and paper 

surveys were sent out to selected individuals, posters/flyers were distributed to the 

main post offices, and bicycle shops in the designated towns.  

The launch was promoted through a press release across print and online media in 

Ceredigion, across the Sustrans social media channels and through the local network 

of Sustrans volunteers. Additional local groups were contacted directly via social media 

platforms. 

The original engagement plan and activities with schools have been significantly 

impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic and associated lockdown restrictions. This has 

required the County Council and Sustrans to adjust and postpone the engagement 

with schools to Spring 2021.  

The Royal Institute for the Blind, Guide Dogs Cymru and the Welsh Council for the 

Blind were consulted with on several occasions to provide opportunities for visually 

impaired people to give their input. 

Online Engagement  

The first phase of the consultation reached a significant response rate, especially when 

considering the difficult circumstances for public engagement due to Covid-19 

restrictions. In total, the consultation has seen:  
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 675 people actively participating, 

 2444 individual visitors, 

 474 individual comment,  

 2127 contributions (comments and agreement to existing comments).  

 

On behalf of CCC, Sustrans is currently reviewing the demographic, geographic and 

equalities data on respondents, and matching them with Census 2011 data, to identify 

underrepresented groups/areas, which will be focused on in the next phase (Phase 2) 

of public engagement.   

  



 
 

10 Ceredigion Active Travel Network Maps Consultation 
18/02/2021 

Part 3: Developing the Network & Draft Maps 

The network development process has begun from a base of the 2017 iterations of the 
network maps submitted to, and accepted by, Welsh Government (provided on the 
CCC webpages via this link: https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/travel-roads-
parking/active-travel/). Please note the maps are being updated as part of this process, 
and those accepted at 2021 will supersede the previous versions. To develop this 
network for the 2021 iteration, we have investigated three main sources of evidence, 
outlined within Table 1. 

Activity What has this involved? Why is this useful for network 
development? 

Desktop Study Collating data to help justify route 
alignments, including (but not 
limited to): 

- Locations of key trip 
attractors 

- Locations of potential 
barriers 

- Commute flows 
- Ward statistics (including 

population density) 
- Identifying new 

developments since 2017 

This has allowed us to identify 
likely priority routes (in 
associated with site visits and 
engagement feedback) for 
consideration. 

This has also allowed us to 
support alignments with a robust 
evidence base that will aid in 
justifying the route alignments 
when presented to Welsh 
Government for approval.  

Site Visits Visiting routes during 2020 
(outside of lockdown 
restrictions) to record existing 
and potential for improvements. 

Has allowed us to ensure the 
2017 iteration of the map is still 
valid (e.g. routes are still suitable 
for walking/cycling), and explore 
any alignments that justify 
addition. 

This also, in combination with 
desktop study and engagement 
feedback, highlights any 
deliverability constraints for 
proposed routes. 

Engagement 
Feedback 
(process 
described 
within Part 2) 

Commonplace Data. Ongoing 
liaison with stakeholder groups 
and those identified in Part 2 (will 
continue into upcoming 
processes). 

Key to the network development 
as feedback from everyday users 
(e.g. may identify considerations 
missed at time of site visit) 

Table 1- Activities Undertaken to Develop the Network 

https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/travel-roads-parking/active-travel/
https://www.ceredigion.gov.uk/resident/travel-roads-parking/active-travel/
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Mapping systems have allowed us to collate these datasets for each of the 

designated towns in Ceredigion. Snapshots of the network are shown within the 

following Figures (note: not all layers considered are shown on these examples to 

improve clarity). 

A Basemap showing key destinations and settlements is identified for suitable 

overlaying of data, seen within Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2 -Example of Overlaying Data 

The route map that was published in 2017 showing the Existing and Future 
(previously ‘integrated’) routes identified for walking and cycling is overlaid below, 
seen in Figure 3 on the next page 
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Figure 3 - Overlay of existing network routes (2017 iteration) 

Future routes have been identified based on a combination of desktop study, site 

visits and engagement feedback, and shown in Figure 4.  

 

Figure 4 - Addition of Routes for Consideration in 2021 update 
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This has resulted in the following route proposals, shown for both walking and cycling 

alignments for each designated town. An interactive map, where you can view routes 

in detail, is also available via this link: https://sustrans-

uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf

7929be21 

Lampeter Draft Map  

  

https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
https://sustrans-uk.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=e27e98ae4aec4008ba1dcbbf7929be21
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Cardigan Draft Map (Wide View) 
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Cardigan Draft Map (Town Centre) 

  



 
 

16 Ceredigion Active Travel Network Maps Consultation 
18/02/2021 

Aberystwyth Draft Map (Wide View) 
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Aberystwyth Draft Map (Town Centre) 

 


